Volunteer Energy Cooperative (VEC)
wants to reward students who have
used their fime and talents to benefit
their local communities. VEC's
Lillard-Shadow schelarship program
rewards academic and
community service achievements
by awarding four $2,000
scholarships to students who

will graduate from high schools
in VEC’s service area in the

spring of 2011, R

The scholarships honor J.W. Lillard and
Willis A Shadow, two community leaders who spearhecded

efforts 1o bring electric power to Decatur and Meigs County in the 1930s,
forming the organization that would become Volunteer Energy Cooperative.

M. Shadow and Mr. Lillard were instrumental in improving the lives and
livelihoods of thousands of residents through electric power.

Four awards of $500 per semester each {renewable for up to four semesters)
will be presented to spring 2012 high school graduates whose parents or

guardians are VEC electric customers. Applications will be judged by an
independent panel based on student’s community service activities and

citizenship - 40%,; written communication skills — 20 %; financial need ~ 25%;
P

and academic achievement - 15%.

Scholarship applications are available at any VEC Customer Service Center

or from high school counselors in the VEC service area. Applications are
available online at www.vec,org.

also

All application materiats must be completed and delivered to VEC's Cooperate
Office in Decatur no later than 5 p.m. Eastern Time on March 2, 2012,

Statement of Nondiscrimination

Volunteor Energy Cooperalive is the recipient of federal financial assislance from the Rural Utililies Service, or agency of the U.5.
Department of Agriculture, and is subject to the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Righis Act of 1964, as amended, Section 504 of the
Rehabilifation Act of 1973, as amended, Ihe Age Discrimination Acl of 1975, ot omended, and the rules and regulations of the U.5.
Depariment of Agriculture which provide that no person in the United States on the basis of race, color, nalional origin, age or disabilily
shodl be excluded from participalion in, admission or access o, denied the benefils of, or otherwise be subjected to discriminalion under

any of this organizalion’s programs or activities.

The person responsible for caordinating this organizetion’s nondiscrimination compliance efforts is Rody Blevins, President/CEQ. Any
individual, or specific cluss of individuals, who feels this organizotion has subjected them to discrimination may obtain further information
about the statutes ond regulations listed above from and/or file @ written complaint wilk this organizotion; or the Secretary, U.5.
Deporlment of Agriculture, Waoshington, D.C. 20250; or the Adminisirator, Rural Utililies Service, Washington, D.C. 20250. Comploinls

st be filed within 180 days after the alleged discriminstion. Confidentiality will be maintained 1o the extent possible.
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She added that the support of the entire Decatur and Meigs County community

is indispensible.

Folks from the Meigs County School System and Meigs Middle School
were particularly important, but the event also got support from many others
in the community.

Having the volunteer support of so many in the community is crucial to the
event, but that's only fitting since it took a voluntary, community-wide effort
to form the cooperative way back in 1935.

Of course that first meeting held to form
the cooperative in May of 1935 had

55 people present in Decatur. This year's
Annual Meeting hosted 1,100. The size
and the number of people served by the
cooperative has changed a great dedl,
but the cooperative spirit - a community
coming together to get the job done
themselves ~ hasn’t changed at all,

And that’s what it means
to be a part owner of

. The Ki is Club of Spring Cily served
Volunteer Energy Cooperative. re Kiwanis Club of Spring Clly sorvo

up the pancake broakfast.

- CLEVELAND STATE

Clovelond State Communily College’s Alan Gentry

Grand Ole Opry member and former Hee-How
provided a kuturistic Jook ot renewable enargy sources,

star Mike Snider, right, mixed music and
jokes as the day’s headlining enfertainer.

Charlene Withrow {piclured) and
Tammy Jones helped those attending
put on a happy face.

Energy experrs John Proffitt and Marcus S!andffeu and TVA’s Les
Hartman gave those attending useful fips on how to sove energy
and save money.
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VEC Annual Meeting Showcases
the Cooperative Difference

What does it mean to be a part owner of the company that
supplies your electricity?

VEC's 75" Annual Meeting that was held Saturday, October 1st in Decatur,
gave a snapshot of what it means. The 1,100 in attendance heard reports
from President/CEQ Rody Blevins, VEC Board of Directors Chairman Laney
Colvard, and Board of Directors Secretary/Treasurer Sammy Norton.
Attendees also heard the results of the Board of Director elections and got a
chance to see displays highlighting the products and services offered by the
electric cooperative they own.

VEC’s Marketing and Economic
Development Depariment was
responsible for putting the
event together.

"Qur Annual Meeting is a very
big part of our year,” Vice
President of MED Patty Hurley
said. “lt's a great opportunity for
us fo connect with our member-
owners, communicate with them
about their cooperative, and do
our bes! to provide answers to
any general questions they may
have about their cooperative.”

Clavaland State Community College’s *Vocal Rhapsody”
provided the morning entertainment,

But the meeting also offered
plenty of entertainment, food,
door prizes, goody bags,

and free flu shots for those in
attendance. Putting the event
together is a huge undertaking
and Hurley was quick to point
out that she couldn’t do it
without an abundance of help.

VEC’s Chris McKenzie shultled guests from tha parking lot
to the Front door.

“We get so much volunteer

support from our employees,” Hurley said. “Most of our guests probably don’t
realize that our employees at the Annual Meeting are not being paid to help
with the event. They volunteer fo give up their Saturday in order to be available
to our members and to help with the event.”
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